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          MEDIA CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT

LIVE 8 - ONE YEAR ON

One year after billions of people world-wide watched the greatest rock show on earth, 250,000 people took to the streets of Edinburgh in the biggest anti-poverty demonstration ever, and more than 30 million directly petitioned the G8 to make poverty history, the activists and artists behind Live 8 are back. 

In the lead up to the next G8 summit in Russia and one year after the world said “we’ll be watching you – in our billions”, Bob Geldof, joined by Youssou N’Dour, is launching a new warning; we’re still watching you more closely than ever and we’re not going away.   
“KEEP THE G8 PROMISES TO AFRICA – THE DATA REPORT 2006””

MEDIA CONFERENCE WITH BOB GELDOF and YOUSSOU N’DOUR

2.30PM, THURSDAY 29 JUNE 2006

LEWIS MEDIA CENTRE, GROUND FLOOR, 

                                MILLBANK TOWER, SW1P 4RS

RSVP to: media@live8live.com

Bob Geldof and Youssou N'Dour will look back on the year after Live8 and remind the G8 of the promises they made.

Joined by experts from the advocacy group DATA, they will unveil The DATA Report 2006, which delivers a verdict on progress to date and shows what each G8 country has and has not done to meet their 2005 commitments. This is the inaugural DATA report, which will be published each year until 2010 and beyond if necessary, until the G8's promises are fulfilled.

Annie Lennox will also attend the event with Nkhensai Mavasa, Deputy Chair of the AIDS Treatment Action Campaign (TAC). 

DIARY NOTES FOR EDITORS:

2 July 2006: “What a Difference a Day Makes” Live8 special on BBC1 at 10.55pm. To mark the anniversary of an historic day, Sir Bob Geldof and Richard Curtis have produced an astonishing, fresh, roller-coaster cut of the 10 Live 8 concerts, crushing over 60 hours of entertainment into 60 minutes. This unseen, one hour special is scheduled to run on BBC1 at 10.55pm on July 2nd.

The programme contains highlights of many of the greatest performances from the day including U2, Madonna, Green Day, Paul McCartney, Snoop Dogg, The Who, Annie Lennox, Robbie Williams, Black Eyed Peas, Coldplay and Pink Floyd, who reformed especially for the event. 

Along with the finest performances, the programme reminds us why the concert was held and looks back at some of the most emotional moments of a day when the world said to its leaders: “we’ll be watching you – in our billions” It’s an inspirational reminder of an inspirational day which saw Live 8 span the globe, bringing together over 1000 of the biggest names in music and touching over 3 billion people with one message: make poverty history.  While Live 8 rocked around the world, over a quarter of a million people took to the streets of Edinburgh in the biggest anti-poverty demonstration in history.

The message of Live 8 is as important today as it was 365 days ago. In one hour, “Live 8 – What a difference a day made” reminds us why.

July: Live8live online: Millions of people signed up to the campaign at Live8live.com. We will again ask them to email their leaders, reminding the G8 that their promises to Africa must be turned into action. 

13 July: G8 Leaders’ Send Off: Campaigners will wave the G8 leaders off to their summit in St Petersburg with a big, sticky reminder about keeping their promises. Watch this space!

Once the leaders arrive in St Petersburg, campaigners in Russia will be working to ensure poverty stays high on the G8 agenda throughout the summit.

This is just the start; On International Poverty Day in October, we’ll be watching.  On World AIDS day in December, we’ll be watching.  On World Debt Day in May 2007, we’ll be watching.  When the G8 goes to Germany we’ll be watching.

Background Notes for Editors

In 2005 the G8 promised:

· $50 billion more aid every year by 2010, with half of that going to Africa

· AIDS treatment for everyone who needs it by 2010

· Debt cancellation for 38 of the world’s poorest countries

· Primary education for all the world’s children by 2010

· To halve deaths from malaria by 2010

· A trade deal that enables Africa to compete locally and abroad

If these promises are kept, at least 4.5 million lives could be saved every year by 2010. 

For the latest news, photos, videos and stories showing how the G8’s promises are changing lives, go to www.live8live.com. 

DATA is an advocacy group co-founded by Bono and Bob Geldof to promote awareness and action to fight poverty and AIDS in Africa. www.data.org
Media contacts:

For interview requests on June 29th:

For Bob Geldof, Youssou N’Dour and DATA: contact Katy Cronin, DATA on 0207 7474583 or 07788 710789. Email: katy@data.org

Annie Lennox & Nkhensai Mavasa, Deputy Chair of the AIDS Treatment Action Campaign (TAC), contact Niamh Byrne, Comic Relief on 0207 8205599 

(m) 07977 002811. Email N.Byrne@comicrelief.org.uk

For general media enquiries:

Katy Cronin, DATA Media Manager: +44 (0) 20 7747 4583, email katy@data.org

Roz Hunt, Comic Relief Media Liaison, +44 (0) 20 7820 5502 
Email: R.Hunt@comicrelief.org.uk
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