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Travis sticks a G8 reminder on the front door of No.10 to make poverty history

11th July 2006

This week, campaigners across the world will be sending powerful reminders to G8 leaders with a clear message that the world is watching to ensure last year’s G8 promises to end extreme poverty are kept.

On Thursday 13th July, 24 hours before the Prime Minister leaves for the G8 in Russia, Scottish rock band Travis will be sticking a giant message on the front door of No.10 Downing Street. The giant ‘post-it’ note will act as a reminder to the Prime Minister that although some progress has been made, poverty is not history yet.  This is the first time anything other than a Christmas wreath has been put on the front door of No.10.

At the same time campaigners across the G8 countries will be staging similar actions with massive ‘post-it’ notes being put up on the door of Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s Office in Ottawa, near to the gates of the White House and addressing Congress in Washington, outside President Chirac’s Élysée Palace in Paris and in a central location in Berlin addressing Chancellor Merkel.

These actions are a part of a wider reminder campaign which has already seen  thousands of Live8 supporters send a personal message to their leader via the live8live website, reiterating the global call to keep their promises. 

Last year, G8 leaders promised:

· $50 billion more aid every year by 2010, with half of that going to Africa

· AIDS treatment for everyone who needs it by 2010

· Debt cancellation for 38 of the world’s poorest countries

· Primary education for all the world’s children by 2010

· To halve the number of children’s deaths from malaria by 2015

· A trade deal that enables Africa to compete locally and abroad

Alison Marshall, Advocacy Manager at BOND said: “We’ve seen some important progress. Debt relief is changing peoples' lives: Children in Zambia now get free health care because the country is no longer unfairly burdened with debt. But there's much more to be done. We need more debt relief, more aid, better spent, and some progress in the disastrous trade talks.”

Fran Healy, lead singer of Travis who performed at Live8 London and at the Edinburgh 50,000, The Final Push concert on the eve of last year’s G8, has seen aid in action during two recent trips to war torn Sudan. Fran comments: “If G8 leaders keep these promises, 4 million lives will be saved every year. One in four of us in the UK took action to support MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY last year and worldwide 130 million people actively support the global call to action against poverty. The world is watching for the leaders to make their promises happen”.
Cont/…

Notes to editors:

· To attend the photocall please rsvp by midday on 12th July to: Roz Hunt, r.hunt@comicrelief.org.uk / 07966 191124 / 0207 820 5502. Please note we need your full name and you will need to bring photographic ID with you on the morning

· For an interview with Fran Healy or Douglas Payne please contact: Roz Hunt: r.hunt@comicrelief.org.uk / 07966 191124 / 0207 820 5502.

· For an interview with Alison Marshall, Advocacy Manager at BOND (British Overseas Network for Development) please contact: Tom Allen, tallen@bond.org.uk / 07815 771 939

· For pictures of the giant messages in Washington, Ottawa or Paris please contact Roz Hunt, r.hunt@comicrelief.org.uk / 07966 191124 / 0207 820 5502

· For more information on what the G8 promised in 2005, case studies and background please visit www.live8live.com. This site also provides links to the Oxfam Report, the ActionAid Report and the DATA Report. 
· The action at No.10 was organised collectively by BOND, Comic Relief and Oxfam.
· Fran Healy’s trip to the Sudan was with Save the Children in December 2004 and May 2005.
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