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LIVE 8: What a difference a day made

Last July, the G8 leaders met to discuss the ongoing crisis in Africa and why 30,000 people die every day because of extreme poverty.  At the same time the greatest anti-poverty campaign ever organised was gaining momentum......and Live Aid organiser Bob Geldof had a plan to push those 8 world leaders in action. 

That plan was Live 8.  

To mark the anniversary of a historic day, Sir Bob Geldof and Richard Curtis have produced an astonishing, fresh, roller-coaster cut of the 10 Live 8 concerts, crushing over 60 hours of entertainment into 60 minutes. This unseen, one hour special is scheduled to run on BBC1 at 10.55pm on July 2nd.

The programme contains highlights of many of the greatest performances from the day including U2, Madonna, Green Day, Paul McCartney, Snoop Dogg, The Who, Annie Lennox, Robbie Williams, Black Eyed Peas, Coldplay and Pink Floyd, who reformed especially for the event.  Anyone who loves music will want to watch this programme.  Anyone who saw the spectacle last year will want to watch this programme.  Anyone who missed it should book their night in now.

Along with the finest performances, the programme reminds us why the concert was held and looks back at some of the most emotional moments of a day when the world said to its leaders: “we’ll be watching you – in our billions” It’s an inspirational reminder of an inspirational day which saw Live 8 span the globe, bringing together over 1000 of the biggest names in music and touching over 3 billion people with one message: make poverty history.  While Live 8 rocked around the world, over a quarter of a million people took to the streets of Edinburgh in the biggest anti-poverty demonstration in history.
The promises made by the G8 last year were a great start and between last 2nd July and this, lives have already changed because of what happened in London, Paris, Berlin, Rome, Ontario, Tokyo, Johannesburg, Philadelphia, Moscow and Edinburgh.  But the world must keep watching just as closely this year to see  that every word of the G8’s 2005 promises are turned into action. The only way to make poverty history is to make promises happen – country by country, school by school, child by child, life by life. 

The message of Live 8 is as important today as it was 365 days ago. In one hour, “Live 8 – What a difference a day made” reminds us why.

Cont/…

Notes for editors:

· The programme was produced and directed by Jill Sinclair.

· The programme is scheduled for broadcast exactly one year after Live 8 on 2nd July. Provisional time is at 10.55pm on BBC1. 

· The text in the version of the enclosed dvd is for guidance only, with the final wording to be confirmed.

· For a full list of the G8’s promises as well as the latest news, go to www.live8live.com. 
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