Malaria in Sierra Leone
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Kamera Bundor, his wife Alice Bundor and their three year old son Morie live in a room in a house they rent in Kailahun town. Every day Kamera goes to the fields. 

Morie has brain damage from the Malaria he suffered, but his desperate parents are still looking for a way to cure him. Morie is blind and deaf, but he is constantly moving about, smiling and laughing, and his parents must watch his every move. 

Kamera says:

We live in Kalahun town, I’m a farmer with my own land and I grow cassava and rice. Just enough to feed the family, although it does not last for a whole year, half way through we may have to borrow money. We have two children, one is three years old the other is seven years old.  I want to build my own home, we are renting and I had been saving money for a long time. 

In May two years ago Morie became ill, he had fever. I was away and my wife did not have any money, when I came back we rushed him to the hospital. He had high fever and we found out it was from the mosquito (Malaria), it was very severe and he stayed in hospital for five months.   

Afterwards he could no longer hear, see or talk, and he was paralysed. The doctors say the Malaria affected his brain. He also started having fits. 

One year later he again got ill, fever and a shortage of blood, and one more time we had to rush him to the hospital, and this time he stayed three months.  

We have spent so much on hospital and drugs. All the money I was saving to build a house has gone, and we have had to borrow money. Our friends have also helped by giving us a bit of money. The second time he got ill I had just managed to pay back the money I borrowed, and then I had to borrow it again. Now I am fighting to repay that money and I will have to sell most of the cassava harvest to pay the loan, and then we will have to borrow money again later to pay for food. Now we are still taking him to herbalists and to churches to pray that he will get better. 

Before he was such a happy and active child, he used to try and crawl onto everything and run after the chickens.  
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