Jojoima Community Health Centre In Sierra Leone
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Amnata Sherif, 30 and baby girl Isata, seven months old, are in-patients at Jojoima Community Health Centre.  The health centre serves a community of 23.000, and has four beds, which are shared between patients if needed.  Amnata is very distressed and worried about her baby, who is suffering from Malaria. 

Amnata says:

	Picture: Anna Kari


My child is ill; she has a high fever, vomiting and thrush. I came to the clinic five days ago. By then she had already been ill for three weeks. My husband was not around and I had no money to take her. When my husband came he borrowed some money, and we came to the clinic, but we did not have enough, so my husband went back to work as a labourer to try and make some more money. He promised to bring some more money.

We are very poor. My husband is a middle age man, and he is weak, so I do most of the work. We came to this area last year, because they have diamonds here and my husband thought we can make more money. We buy things in town like maggi (stock) cubes and salt and sell them in the village to make money. I also work for others on their farm and they give me a little of the vegetables. We spend about 2000 leonies on food every day and all the money we get we have to spend on buying more things to sell so it is very difficult to save any money. 

I have given birth to seven children, but the other six are dead. They all died as babies. Some of them we could not take to the clinic because we had no money, others I took them to the clinic, but waited to see if they would get better first because we had no money and they all died. 

Story:

Save The Children

� EMBED Photoshop.Image.9 \s ���








[image: image2.png]


_1212920033.psd

