Education And Health In Sierra Leone
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Hawa Bockarie is 12 years old. Both Hawa’s parents are dead and she is in the care of her father’s sister, her aunt. Hawa is almost blind. She lives with distant relatives in Kailahun town where she started secondary school this year. 

The government announced they would pay for all girls to go to school, and this gave someone like Hawa from a poor family an opportunity to go to secondary school. However the government has not paid, and Hawa was told before Easter break not to come back until the government pays for her school.

Hawa says: 

I was not born with bad eyes. In Guinea we were refugees, and there my eyes were fine. It was on the way back to Sierra Leone that my eyes started itching and after that my sight got worse. I don’t know why. My eyes become red and white stuff comes out. At times my eyes get very dark and I can hardly see. They are cloudy. 

I was not treated, there was no money. I live with an aunt, my parents are dead. My father got ill and died, and soon after my mother also died. This is a long time ago, maybe 8 years ago. My aunt did not take me to the clinic, because back then there were no clinics close to the village and we did not have the money to go to Kenema or kailahun. 

Last year my aunt borrowed some money and we went to the clinic. At the clinic they told me that my right eye is very damaged and that I won’t be able to see again on it, they also said I need urgent medicine to stop the disease getting worse. 

I went to the hospital just twice. I think the money was borrowed from somewhere by my aunt. I know she has not finished paying of this loan yet. We could not go back because there was no more money. My aunt is poor and she has to look after 8 people, she has no children of her own, but we are her nieces and nephews. She is the sister of my father. 

They gave me some eye drops, and some tablets. But it did not help. I need things very close to my eyes to be able to see them. I worry the disease will spread and I will become blind. 

I like school, I like learning, and education is good. My favourite subject is maths and home economics, but I don’t like science. I want to be a nurse, I want to help people who are sick. 

I think the government should pay for health service to help the poor people. So that sick people like me could get well again. 

I’m going to secondary school, because the government announced they would pay for all girls. But so far they did not pay and I have been told to leave the school till they do pay. 
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