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media release
G8 stall on aid promises to Africa 

Emergency trade talks last hope for St Petersburg summit  

Chancellor Merkel ‘most important person on the planet’ in keeping the rich world’s promises to fight poverty 

St Petersburg, Sunday 16 July 2006

Africa

The G8 needed to make giant leaps this weekend to get back on track to meet their promises to Africa.  At the end of the first day of negotiations they remain largely rooted to the spot. The good news today is that Chancellor Merkel has agreed to put Africa on the agenda for her G8 summit in 2007.

“This G8 has so far failed to follow up last year’s historic commitments to Africa with time-bound, concrete, costed plans for delivery.  Chancellor Merkel is now the most important person on the planet when it comes to keeping the rich world’s promises to the poor. She now has a full year to pull together a grand international coalition to get every child in school and treatment for every AIDS patient in Africa,” said Oliver Buston, European Director of DATA.

Aid

In their progress report on Africa released today, G8 leaders say they ‘are working hard’ to deliver on their ‘substantial aid commitments’.  But the figures they report are greatly inflated by the agreement struck last year to cancel Nigeria’s debt.  These numbers do not correspond to the real transfer of new resources to Africa.  

“The G8 are doing less than half what is needed to stay on track to meet their Gleneagles commitment to increase aid to Africa by US$25 billion by 2010.  They increased aid to Africa by US$1.6 billion in 2005.  In 2006 - and every year to 2010 - they need to increase development assistance to Africa by $4 billion to keep their promise”, Buston said.

Trade

The success of this summit will be judged in large part by whether WTO chief Pascal Lamy leaves it with a framework deal and a deadline to deliver a genuine trade development round.  

One year ago the G8 promised that the Doha Round would ‘make trade work for Africa’.  Today the trade deal hangs in the balance and there is a danger that, as we approach the white heat of the deal-making moment, Africa’s needs will be sidelined.

The G8 have today agreed some elements of the promised development package, but there is much work to be done tomorrow and in the coming weeks.

“The commitment to increase aid to build poor countries’ capacity to trade to US$4 billion is welcome recognition of Africa’s difficulties in producing, processing, distributing and marketing goods. We are also pleased to see the G8 commit to allow developing countries to decide, plan, and sequence their own economic policies. They have given themselves a deadline of one month to come up with a deal.  That will surely focus the minds of trade negotiators, but if this deal is done it must absolutely focus on the needs of the African continent”, Buston said.

AIDS

The G8 have not delivered the time-bound, costed plans needed to reach near-universal AIDS treatment for all who need it by 2010.  They have committed to fund the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria in 2006 and 2007, but only Russia, the poorest member of the G8 has committed new funds at this summit.

“We have seen some small positive steps in the fight against AIDS, but what we need are giant strides if the target of near-universal AIDS treatment by 2010 is to be reached”, Buston said

EDUCATION 

There has been no progress on the commitment to education for all in Africa.
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