A Small Improvement in Education in Zambia

A teacher’s point of view: Mrs. Nkomob – Robert Dean Middle Basic School, Lusaka, Zambia

I live in the Ngwelele area, at my late parent’s farm.

Our school is a new rural school. We started two years ago and brought in some of the underprivileged children from the compound. Now we have 614 children and nine teachers. All the teachers are receiving salaries from the government.

I have been teaching for 21 years, and this is my fourth government school.  In the last 21 years, it has improved a little but not much. Over the last two years, I have noticed that the government is at least providing equipment for the teachers and materials for the pupils. That is an improvement.

But there are often delays in getting our salaries. Sometimes we wait a month and a half for our pay. It affects my life badly because I borrow money to buy things and then when I get my salary I have to pay it all back. 

Our salaries are not good. We cannot even afford to educate our children, like send them to colleges.
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