Children Out of School in Uganda
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Margaret says:

I live in the countryside in a mud hut with my mum, aunt, sisters and my two brothers. Our house is surrounded by banana plants.

I know that lots of other children who are six like me go to school, but I stay at home all day. I help my mum by collecting firewood and keeping the fire going. I also have to peel the green bananas and find leaves to wrap them in for cooking. Sometimes I get to play with my friend Betty.

I’ve never been to school because my mum can’t afford to pay for my books and uniform. It’s also a long way from home. It would take me a couple of hours to get there and back and my mum is worried about dangerous snakes.

Betty is lucky because she goes to school. My favourite game is playing ‘schools’ with her. She shows me how to write with a twig as a pen and a banana leaf as paper.

I would love to go to school. If I had an education I would be a shopkeeper. I’d love to run a grocery store where I sold drinks and made pancakes for customers.
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