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media release
G8 must stop Doha buck-passing and get serious on aid promises to Africa

Thursday 13 July 2006                                   

For immediate release

St. Petersburg, Russia

The G8 leaders meeting in St Petersburg already have the facts: increased development assistance and debt relief are saving lives in Africa and putting millions of children into school. Increased and fairer trade for Africa could lift millions more out of poverty. But progress is painfully slow.

The G8 don’t lack information – but so far they lack political will. None of the G8 countries is currently on track to meet the promises made to Africa at Gleneagles.

Millions of Africans’ lives still hang in the balance for want of dollar-a-day treatment for AIDS, 40 million African children don’t go to school and millions of African producers face insurmountable hurdles when trying to trade. 

In its first annual report, DATA, the Africa advocacy group co-founded by Bono, reveals exactly what each of the G8 states has done in terms of meeting their 2005 commitments to Africa. 

The report finds that in the last year, the G8 as a whole has largely delivered on debt, completely fallen off track on trade and is behind on delivery of development assistance. For 2006, the report sets specific, costed targets for each nation to get on track.

Development Assistance to Africa
Last year, the G8 collectively increased aid by US$1.6 billion. But they will need to increase aid to Africa by US$4 billion annually to deliver on their historic commitment to raise development assistance to Africa by US$25 billion by 2010. 

DATA’s European Director Oliver Buston said: "The good news from The DATA Report is that assistance really saves and changes lives; it puts kids in school and provides lifesaving antiretrovirals to treat AIDS. What this also means is that we can measure the cost of G8 sluggishness. Failing to deliver means avoidable deaths and children needlessly out of school.”  

Trade

The G8 promised in 2005 to make trade work for Africa. In DATA’s view this would mean:

-
Tackling trade distorting subsidies, especially on cotton.

-
Improved market access for African goods.

-
Aid to strengthen Africa’s capacity to trade.

-
Policy space to allow Africans to determine appropriate development strategies for their own countries and industries.
“Since promising a better trade deal for Africa the G8 have spent a year blaming each other for their failure to get an agreement. The Doha development round has become the Doha buck-passing round.  This weekend the buck-passing must stop. It is time for the leaders to lead,” said Buston.

HIV/AIDS and Health 

The G8 promised in 2005 that nearly all those who need AIDS treatment would get it by 2010. This summit is expected to discuss progress on tackling AIDS and other infectious diseases, but what’s really needed are concrete plans for delivery and full funding of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS TB and Malaria.

Oliver Buston said: “The good news is that between 2003 and the end of 2005, the number of people receiving AIDS drugs in Africa increased sevenfold to more than 800,000. The bad news is that on current trends, in 2010 at least 1.4 million Africans who need treatment and were promised it won’t be getting it.”

Education

In 2005 the G8 reconfirmed their promise that every child in the world would be in primary education by 2015. In Africa, 40 million children won’t go to school today. 

“Thanks to well-targeted aid, debt relief and sound African leadership, 15 million more children are in school than four years ago. But the G8 are still only doing half of what’s needed to meet this important goal. Their report card: must try harder”.

The DATA Report 2006 is available at www.thedatareport.org
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