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Media release
G8 Africa Ambitions Falter in St Petersburg
German G8 must make promises happen

17th July 2006 

The St Petersburg summit saw a report back on last year's historic Africa pledges but this summit has delivered no real progress on fighting poverty on the poorest continent.  

"In order to make poverty history, we need to make promises happen.  Last year's ground-breaking poverty pledges haven't been pushed forward here in St Petersburg but Mrs Merkel has put Africa on her G8 agenda for 2007.  The road to Heiligendamm starts here.  German officials, the world's politicians, and the global movement to end poverty have 12 months to win a giant breakthrough for Africa's poor.  If the Chancellor is willing to lead, millions around the world will stand in her support," said Oliver Buston, DATA's European Director.

The Road to Heiligendamm

 Next year in Heiligendamm Chancellor Merkel and the German people have an extraordinary opportunity to build a grand global coalition to fight AIDS and extreme poverty.   

"In 1999, at the G8 summit in Cologne, Germany led the first major international breakthrough on debt relief to poor countries. Thanks to German leadership, millions of people got healthcare and millions of children went to school. 8 years on, Germany could lead again and help to end extreme poverty in Africa," Buston said.

 TRADE
"Pascal Lamy leaves this summit with a clear mandate to secure a deal within a month.  As we approach the white heat of the deal-making moment, Africa's needs must not be sidelined.  The G8 and the EU must not forget that they promised to "make trade work for Africa" in their Gleneagles communiqué", said Buston. 

Support for aid for trade is welcome, but it must be delivered swiftly and it must be additional to existing aid flows.  Africa needs a commitment to eliminate G8 and EU trade-distorting subsidies and expanded market access for African products, including duty and quota-free market access for the least developed countries.

 DATA welcomes the G8's commitment to allow developing countries to decide, plan, and sequence their own economic policies.  

DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE TO AFRICA

 Both collectively and individually, the G8 are off-track to meet their commitment to increase aid to Africa by $25 billion by 2010. In 2005 they increased aid by $1.6 billion; in 2006 they need to increase aid by $4 billion a year to reach the promised additional $25 billion in aid for Africa by 2010.

 "There is no excuse. We know that well-targeted aid works. Since 2003 it has provided life-saving AIDS drugs to more than 800,000 people in Africa. What this also means is that breaking promises can be measured in lives lost," Buston said.

 DATA has set each country a specific target for 2006. To get back on track with their commitment to increase aid to Africa by $25 billion by 2010, each G8 country must increase aid to Africa in 2006 as follows:

· Canada   $144 million

· France   $269 million

· Germany   $660 million

· Italy  $861 million

· Japan   $434 million

· UK    $778 million

· US   $ 720 million

Notes for editors:
 The Road to Heiligendamm

Key events in the political calendar can expect to receive considerable attention.

-          World Trade negotiations come to a head in the next month. World leaders must not only deliver a deal, but a deal that works for Africa, as promised at Gleneagles.

-          The International AIDS Conference in August in Toronto is an opportunity to flesh out plans for universal access to AIDS prevention, treatment and care. 

-          Education for all is top of the agenda at the annual meetings of the World Bank and the IMF in Singapore in September. Finance Ministers should follow through on their promises to get every child into school by 2015. In Africa there are 40 million children who do not go to school.

-          17 October 2006 is annual anti-poverty day when campaigners around the world will stand against poverty and wear the white band

-          On 1 January 2007, Germany takes the reins of the EU and assumes leadership of the G8.
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