Artemisia Farming, Sambasha Village, Arumeru District, Tanzania
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90% of all Malaria-related deaths occur in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Malaria causes miscarriages and stillbirths, and can be fatal to anyone whose defences are impaired because of poor health. But the huge death toll is not the only devastation wreaked by malaria. Recurrent bouts of fever drain a child's ability to learn, cause anaemia and poor growth, make people too ill to work and prevent them from planting or harvesting crops. 
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The knock-on effects on a country's economy are huge. It is estimated that malaria costs 12billion a year in lost GDP and eats up 25 per cent of household incomes. In effect, malaria "tightens the shackles of poverty" on families and nations, according to the World Malaria Report 2005, produced by the World Health Organisation and the United Nations Children's Fund. 


In recent years, Malaria has taken hold in ever-increasing strength against the world's poorest communities. A generation ago, hopes were high that malaria could be eradicated. But the 1980s and early 1990s saw a reversal of fortunes as the parasites became immune to medications.

The new Artemisinin-based Combination Therapies (ACTs) prevent and treat the disease successfully. But supplies of the medicine, primarily sourced from Vietnam and China, are limited, and production is not keeping pace with demand. 

TechnoServe, a US-based non-profit organisation, determined that a market-based solution to this problem could fight malaria while simultaneously creating new economic opportunities for Africa’s poor.

TechnoServe – in co-ordination with the WHO, and with funding from USAID – is therefore helping farmers in Tanzania cultivate Artemisia, the herb that forms the basis of ACTs. 

The organisation is working with Advanced Bio-Extracts Limited, an East African botanical processing company, to dramatically increase its Artemisinin production levels. 

The broad-based initiative involves sourcing seeds, organising nurseries, training agricultural workers in Artemisia cultivation, and creating strategic partnerships between farmers and buyers. The area of land being cultivated in northern Tanzania is increasing rapidly. ABE is building a multi-million dollar processing plant in Kenya to produce Artemisinin for the global market, including quantities to be sold under contract to the international pharmaceutical company Novartis.

The end result will benefit everyone – farmers will have higher incomes, local residents will have more job opportunities at the processing plant, and Malaria sufferers will have access to more cures at a lower cost.
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