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Training More Female Teachers in Tanzania

A teacher’s point of view: Anna Joyce, trainee teacher

In Tanzania, just 10% of children are enrolled in secondary school – one of the lowest enrolment rates in the world. The Tanzanian government has set an ambitious target to increase the secondary school enrolment rate to 50% to 2010.

The government needs to employ more female teachers to provide a more girl-friendly environment for girls to successfully learn in a school system where fewer than one in three teachers are women.

Many young women cannot afford the fees to go to teacher training college. So the government has subsidised fees for a fast track one-year college course for teacher training. But the trainees must fund their own food, accommodation, books and other costs linked with their studies.

I am at the Muhonda Teacher Training College thanks to the government.

I want my life to be good; I want to support my younger siblings and to help my community. I don’t want to struggle every day to survive. And it’s important for girls to have female teachers, especially in subjects like maths.
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