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Debt Cancellation gets more Kids into Education in Mozambique
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Amelia – a Maputo teenager – has seen schools and roads built since last year, when the G8 countries agreed to cancel Mozambique’s debt. Shedding the $2 billion in total debt to the international finance institutions means the government now has more money to embark on such infrastructure

projects.

Amelia has seen some improvements in her family’s long term opportunities, but grinding poverty and the birth of a baby have made her immediate personal circumstances more difficult. 

When she was 13, her mother, Cecilia, died of AIDS. Her father also died of AIDS a year later, forcing Amelia to abandon class and care for her brothers, Fernando and Sergio, then aged eight and three, and her sisters, Zelia and Cacilda, aged six and one respectively.

A year on from Gleneagles, Amelia’s four siblings, now aged between 13 and six, have started school. Across Mozambique, children are going into the classroom because debt cancellation is helping free money to fund education.

At home, Amelia works and cares for her nine month old son, Helio, born of a father who disowns him.

“I get up at 6am. I sweep up the back yard. I wash dishes. I clean the house. Then I go out to find small jobs [for money], washing clothes, ironing, carrying water. I get back home at 4pm. Then I cook our only meal of the day.”

She earns between 40p and 60p a day and her brothers collect scrap metal, earning 6p a week – enough for three bread rolls. “We can’t even have a cup of tea every day – only sometimes, when I can afford a spoon of sugar,” she says. Her dream is to run a market vegetable stall. 

She also wants to return to studying. The funding going into education might just help make that happen.
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